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The rumors are true: One of Miami's most celebrated (and notorious)

p('lu*(nl;lx('\ is working the Hx:.:hl shift yet in. “As soon as | thougha |

was out, they pulled me back in,” jokes Chris Paciello, the 1990s South

Beach club inr

wesario and former Morgans Hoeel ( MOUP RO-1O ?H:.'.'llllt('
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turns out he had signed a two-year noncompete agreement after selling

his shares of Seory, the Miami Beach nr club that burst open with a

bang in 2

2.) Apparently, fate had a backup plan, when Mio Danilovic
a peer in the nightlife industry and friend of Paciello’s, became an
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Those conversations went nowhere until some months ago, when,

while lunchin South Beach, Paciello saw a maintenance worker walk
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out of the buikding where Les Bains and Chaos once ruled the velver-rope
nights of years back. Paciello made an inquiry as to whether the space was

wailable, and, alchough Washingron Avenue has not exactly been a hotbed

of cool nightlife lately, he, Danilovic and Pacicllo’s brother Keith (the

venue's third co-owner) soon found themselves sig
plans for Rockwell began in camest

“I don't know if I'm the luckiest guy in the woeld or what, but a moath

ring a bease. Just like thar,

later, a big article came out about the rejuvenation of Washington Avenue,

says Paciello. “There's a kot going on and I'm sure that the area is [poised] to

make a big comeback
of that

Paciello certainl wes Rockwell is just the l‘('.\'.HH',

renaissance. The open formar club is an intimare space | salated with what

rons. (Yes, a strict

both Paciello and Danilovic deem the “right crowd™ of px
door policy applics, and entry, although complimentary, is entirely up to the
doorman’s discretion.) In terms of vibe, the venue is the direct resule of what
2 chub roday should and shoukdn't be. “No digital walls, no big flash,” says
Danilovic., “We didn't want any of that.” To achieve their desired aesthetic
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once-legendary night spots like Privé, Opium a
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conversation-worthy artwork

“We're attaching personality, that personal touch. People can come in

and connect with me, Chris and the people working here—thar’s very rare
these days,” says Danilovic. To which Paciello adds: “In the Miami of the
90s, you knew who the club owner was. That's been lost and | hope we can

$1.500,

change that. Plus, [ just love 1o throw a good party.” Table service fre

43 Wiahingron Ave.,, Miami Beach, 305.793 3882, rockwellmiami.com




